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Bowles plays with uninhibited 
imagination and sweep…
FANFARE MAGAZINE 

a superb, confident 
technician and an intelligent 
stylist, who doesn’t have to 
prove anything…
GRAMOPHONE 

His pianism is strong, fluent, 
nicely nuanced…
AUDIOPHILE AUDITION 
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A rising star in the piano world, American pianist Chad R. Bowles is increasingly recognized as a 
master of his instrument and routinely hailed for an ideal combination of innate musicianship and 
stunning virtuosity. Equally at home with lesser-known gems, as well as the standard repertoire, his 
performances have brought him to cities across the United States, Canada, and Europe. His numerous 
recital appearances as a soloist have seen him in venues including many colleges and universities in 
the United States, the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., and the La Gesse Festival in France. Mr. 
Bowles frequently performs benefit recitals and one-hour long concerts which bring classical music to 
new audiences, in addition to creating an appreciation for some of the forgotten areas of the piano 
repertoire.  
  
A busy recitalist, Mr. Bowles has made appearances on series across the country including the Nixon 
Presidential Library in Yorba Linda, Concerts at the Common in Harvard, CCBC Music Forum Series, 
Stowe Performing Arts, Mildred McDaniel Concert Series, Rappahannock Concert Association, the 
Newport Music Festival, Texas Music Teachers Association, the University of Pennsylvania, the 
University of West Florida, Ohio State University, and the University of New Hampshire, as well as 
recitals in Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maryland, Virginia, Florida, California, 
and many others. Mr. Bowles' performances have been recorded for and broadcast on both television 
and radio. He is the recipient of several awards in recognition of his abilities, including the Ivory 
Classics Earl Wild Teaching Scholarship (of which he was the first ever recipient), the La Gesse 
Foundation Fellowship, and the Peabody Conservatory Career Development Grant. Mr. Bowles has 
performed widely not only as a soloist, but as a chamber musician, making appearances with 
members of the Baltimore and New World Symphony Orchestras. 
  
As a recording artist, Mr. Bowles has received unanimous critical praise for his work for JRI 
Recordings. His debut recording of five Haydn Sonatas was promptly named by Fanfare Magazine as 
“the starting point for anyone not familiar with Haydn’s sonatas” and continued “If you are already 
familiar, all the more reason to catch up with Mr. Bowles.” His second recording for JRI features 
Richard Strauss’ Enoch Arden with Bass-Baritone David Ripley. Less than a month after its release, it 
was named one of World Magazine's 'Notable CDs' of 2010. An all-digital album of Liszt piano works 
titled "A Liszt Album" was released in 2011, and his most recent CD, released in May, 2017, features 
the Chopin and Liszt B Minor Sonatas. Future projects include a second volume of Haydn Sonatas, as 
well as a recital of music by Beethoven, Chopin, York Bowen, and Liszt. 
  
A New England native, Mr. Bowles holds a Bachelors degree in Piano Performance from the 
University of New Hampshire and both a Masters degree and the Graduate Performance Diploma 
from the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore, Maryland where he served as a teaching assistant in the 
Keyboard Studies department. His primary teachers include Arlene Kies, Frederick Moyer, Alexander 
Shtarkman, and legendary American pianist Earl Wild. He makes his home with his wife and young 
children in Baltimore, Maryland, where he is full-time artist faculty and Chair of the Piano 
Department at Peabody Preparatory and the Co-Director of the Peabody Piano Academy. 
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What the Pros Say…
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“…Chad is a big talent. He has a well-developed 
technique, can play up a storm,but also has a 
beautiful singing tone...” 

-FREDERICK MOYER, (Concert Pianist & 
President of JRI Recordings)

“…He delights in music that is technically very 
challenging (I recall an all-Liszt recital), but 
plays this music with elegance and dignity, 
without bombast or superficial 
effects.” 

-KEN JOHANSEN, (Professor of Keyboard Skills, 
Peabody Conservatory of Music) 

“…Chad is a very sensitive musician...He has a strong 
musical personality and a gift to communicate with his 
audience. His performances have always been dynamic 
and expressive as well as colorful and sophisticated.” 

-ALEXANDER SHTARKMAN, (Concert Pianist & 
Professor of Piano, Peabody Conservatory of Music) 

“…a devoted musician who has a 
rare pianistic ability. He is totally 
dedicated to his art…” 

-EARL WILD, (Legendary American Pianist)
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What the Presenters Say…
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“Chad R. Bowles’ engaging and inventive creative choices combined with his extraordinary ability 
offer any audience a lush and joyous experience.”  
-Diane DiSalvo, Villa Julie College, Stevenson, MD 

“Chad Bowles’ concert at the Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace was a highlight of the season. 
His very musical interpretation and complete mastery of the repertoire, some of which was not 
well known, was extraordinary. Not only did I, a concert pianist, give him a standing ovation, but 
the audience as a whole stood up and demanded an encore. I have since recommended him to 
others who are in charge of their own community concert series. I do hope we can engage Chad 
again as he comes West.” 
-Ann Patrick Green, Nixon Library Family Concert Series, Yorba Linda, CA 

“His virtuosity is obvious and effortless, and his telling interpretations engage the audience 
throughout the entire performance. He plays with great poise and elegance, and somehow, 
without complaint, transforms the many faults of our modest piano  
into truly exciting and moving music.”  
-Daniel J. Fortune, Old Saint Paul’s Tuesday Music Series, Baltimore, MD 

“These works (Haydn, Liszt & Prokofiev) provided the cornerstones of the program and were 
appreciated by the audience for both the musicality and the virtuosity with which they were 
played. In addition to these works, Mr. Bowles played music of Radames Gnattali with spark, 
vitality, and a dynamic color palette. To compliment the superlative playing, Mr. Bowles 
established a comfortable rapport with the audience, giving explanations and introductions to the 
pieces which greatly enhanced the enjoyment and appreciation of this dynamic program.”  
-Sivan Etedgee, Concerts at Saint Johns, Dedham, MA 

“SUPERB!! ENGAGING!! ENCORE!! Our Residents look as forward to his effortless, talented 
performance as they do to conversing with him afterward about his many achievements and 
ALWAYS want to know when he will be back again.”  
-Pudge Eaton, Terrace Communities, White River Junction, VT 

“Chad thrilled the audience with his exciting program and articulate, flowing musicality. His 
comments explaining the selections invited keen listening, and we were rewarded with his well 
crafted performance. Every moment, from Haydn, through Granados, Villa-Lobos, Liszt, to 
Réminiscences de Norma by Vincenzo Bellini/Franz Liszt, was an auditory treasure.”  
-Eleanor Toth, Concerts at the Common Committee Chair, Harvard, MA 

“Chad R. Bowles is an unassuming young man, who took the stage with such poise and command. 
As he presented his session, “Nurturing a Competitor”, the audience was immediately taken with 
the knowledge he imparted. His interaction with the students and teachers was as much fun as 
informative. Mr. Bowles has a bright future ahead of him, not only as a speaker but a performer.” 
-Elise Beckett Russell, Chair, Texas Music Teachers Association, Sugar Land, TX
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“You make sounds come out of that piano that I didn’t think were posssible!” 
-John F., North Carolina 

“I have never heard such playing on this series! Please come back...and SOON!” 
-Amy K., Philadelphia 

“Your mastery over the piano is really something. I have never heard Mozart so 
elegantly played.” 
-Peter Y., Toronto, Canada 

“Rachmaninoff is so moving in your hands, and without a trace of bombast. How do 
you play so many notes and remain so motionless?” 
-Marc F., Montréal, Canada 

“You have such a talent and gift in those hands. We look forward to listening to you 
again!” 
-Doug and Deb, Massachusetts 

“You enrich the lives of so many when you make such beautiful music!” 
-Shirley T., New Hampshire 

“I so enjoyed the clean and articulate arpeggios, the thrilling crescendos, the balanced 
and un- muddied bass notes and the incredible control you had over the piano and the 
piece. 
You were simply magnificent!” 
-Marilyn C., New Hampshire 
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"Mr. Bowles' playing is muscular, well articulated, 
energetic and precise. He presents the 
counterpoint with clarity and balance ... The 
recording quality is excellent ... The sound is full 
and smooth, and staccato is well caught." 
MUSICWEB INTERNATIONAL 

"Bowles is brisk and to the point...with a 
heady sound and great elan. Bowles is 
bracing, classical, and refreshing. He 
studied with Earl Wild, and his Haydn 
reminds me of Mr. Wild's Mozart; his 
teacher's influence is benevolent." 
AMERICAN RECORD GUIDE 

"...this instrument—in the hands of this pianist and recording engineer  
Zane Baker—is warm and vibrant, producing a rainbow of colors ... Bowles plays  
with uninhibited imagination and sweep; one feels he loves this music, even before reading 
his program notes ... wit, zest, and the unexpected are on display throughout ... I’m usually 
serious and attentive when listening, but Bowles had me laughing and dancing during the 
Presto finale of the E-Major Sonata. I recommend this disc as -the- starting point for anyone 
not familiar with Haydn’s sonatas ... If you are already familiar, if you delight in this music 
as I do, all the more reason to catch up with Mr. Bowles." FANFARE MAGAZINE 

"American pianist Chad R. Bowles carves out a distinctive niche among the many 
recordings of Haydn's keyboard sonatas available. Bowles' approach is tough, sinewy, and 
directed toward the contrapuntal framework in these works that are usually so much 
associated with surface wit...The rise of the first movement opening Piano Sonata in E flat 
major, Hob. 16/49, to its high points, seemingly chiseled out of a cluster of dissonances, is 
worth the price of admission by itself...The entire album is absorbing...the playing 
throughout is technically solid, thought out in detail, and independent. An impressive 
release made in the far corners of a country where classical music is sometimes thought to 
be under siege." ALL MUSIC GUIDE 

"Haydn: Seek No Further! Bowles’ steady, buoyant rhythm is enlivened by his response to 
the nuances of Haydn’s articulation. He has fast fingers, makes sense of the ornaments, and 
“gets” Haydn’s jokes ... Happily, he lets the 2nd movement (Hob. XVI:49), the most 
extended and expressive slow movement in any of the sonatas, unfold unhurriedly with 
playing of great care and delicacy ... In Bowles’ performance (Hob. XVI:32), the minuet, 
here functioning as the sonata’s slow movement, is played with touching simplicity, and the 
outer movements are brilliantly controlled. This is a well chosen selection of Haydn’s 
sonatas. Bowles’ enthusiastic playing and clear recorded sound make it a success. 
Recommended." CLASSICAL VOICE OF NEW ENGLAND
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"...further proof of this melodrama's apparently 
inexhaustible appeal.” WORLD MAGAZINE 

"The present version comes as close as any to 
the effect I would imagine the work would 
have had on late nineteenth century 
audiences ... when performed with sincerity 
and vigour as it is here it is no mere 
curiosity." MUSICWEB INTERNATIONAL 

"The most important thing for a speaker of Enoch Arden to do is to 
take the proceedings deadly seriously, which is what David Ripley does. He’s a  
fine actor, with a strong presence, and manages to bring great feeling to the many dramatic
—in fact, melodramatic, in the other sense of the word—passages. Pianist Chad R. Bowles 
has less to do than Mr. Ripley but does it well. His pianism is strong, fluent, nicely 
nuanced." AUDIOPHILE AUDITION 

"Strauss has managed to capture the quiet nobility of the poem and spirit of the age ... 
Ripley presents it well, highlighting the drama without over-sentimentalizing, so often a 
risk, then and now, with late Victorian works ... The piano accompaniment seems better 
suited, in its greater subtlety and salon intimacy, to this story of domestic life than an 
orchestral one ... The booklet contains a fine essay by Ripley, with leitmotifs reproduced ... 
the recorded sound is good." CLASSICAL VOICE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
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"...a superb, confident technician and an 
intelligent stylist, who doesn’t have to prove 
anything...Bowles organises the thorny 
polyphonic strands of Chopin’s Allegro 
maestoso in long-lined arcs that ebb and flow 
organically, and underscore the music’s 
harmonic density without contrivance...The 
final pages decompress gradually, with the 
bass notes carefully weighed and voiced. 
And no caution whatsoever on Bowles’s 
part concerning the peroration’s blistering 
right-hand octaves!" GRAMOPHONE 

"Here, Bowles treads on hallowed turf in two sonatas each with a vast discography, and 
triumphs...The Chopin B-Minor Sonata reveals Bowles’ unflagging sense of the lyric; 
cantabile is perfectly judged, yet textures never blur...This is a considered, intelligent 
reading: no impulsive sudden sprints forward and again, as in the Chopin, excitement is 
laudably generated via long-term vision. The slower inward passages find Bowles at his 
finest." FANFARE MAGAZINE 

"The Liszt sonata, here in three tracks, not only requires almost superhuman skills, but 
demands great concentration and careful attention to balance. All goes very well as Bowles 
keeps a tight reign, never pushing things over the top, yet not fearing to let his imagination 
supply the wonder this masterpiece requires. Nothing is overstated, yet Bowles holds the 
structure together with the skill of a true Lisztian. With plenty of bravura and much to thrill 
the listener, living on the edge keeps us emotionally engaged...Such a remarkable pianist! 
Outstanding!" AMERICAN RECORD GUIDE
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For more information and booking, please contact: 

Katria Kuzmowycz | Personal Representative 

crbconcerts@gmail.com 
 

401-524-6272 
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